
             Chicago,IL Timeline 
 

                 DATE: January 2-4, 2026 
 
 
ClassVenue: ​ ​ ​ The Joffrey Ballet 
​ ​ ​ ​ 10 East Randolph st. 

Chicago, Il 60601 
 
 
Performance Venue: ​ ​ STUDEBAKER THEATER​
​ ​ ​ ​ Fine Arts Building  

410 S Michigan Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60605 

 
 
 
 

TIME Friday January 2, 2026 LOCATION 

10:30am Primary Check in 
 

Joffrey Ballet 

11-12:30am Primary Technique Evaluation Class  
 

Joffrey Ballet 

12:15am Junior Group 1 Check in 
 

Joffrey Ballet 

12:45-2:15pm Junior Group 1 Technique Evaluation Class 
 

Joffrey Ballet 

2:15-2:45pm LUNCH  

2:10pm Junior Group 2 Check in 
 

Joffrey Ballet 

2:45-4:15pm Junior Group 2 Technique Evaluation Class 
 

Joffrey Ballet 

3:40pm  Senior Group1 Check in 
 

Joffrey Ballet 

4:30-6pm  Senior Group 1 Technique Evaluation Class 
 

Joffrey Ballet 

5:30pm Senior Group 2 Check in Joffrey Ballet 

6:15-7:45pm Senior Group 2 Technique Evaluation Class 
 

Joffrey Ballet 
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TIME Saturday, January 3, 2026 LOCATION 

9am- 11am ​ *BalletMet Audition @ Joffrey Ballet 

  8:45am​ ​ Doors Open to all Guest          

 

 

 

9am Open Stage Primary Contemporary (15mins) Studebaker Theater 

9:15-10:25am Primary Contemporary Division Competition Studebaker Theater 

10:25- Open Stage Primary Classical (20mins) Studebaker Theater 

10:45-12pm Primary Classical Division Competition Studebaker Theater 

12-12:30pm Lunch  Studebaker Theater 

12:30pm Open Stage Junior Group One Classical (20mins) Studebaker Theater 

12:50-2:55pm Junior Group One Classical Division Competition Studebaker Theater 

2:55pm Open Stage Junior Group Two Classical (20mins) Studebaker Theater 

3:15-5:30pm Junior Group Two Classical Division Competition Studebaker Theater 

5:30-6pm Dinner Studebaker Theater 

6pm Open stage ALL Senior Contemporary (20mins) Studebaker Theater 

6:20-8:30pm ALL Senior Contemporary Division Competition Studebaker Theater 

8:30pm Open  Stage Classical Pas De Deux Studebaker Theater 

8:45-9:45pm Classical Pas De Deux Competition Studebaker Theater 
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TIME Sunday, January 4, 2026 LOCATION 

8:15am Door Open Studebaker Theater 

8:30am Open Stage Junior Group One Contemporary (15mins) Studebaker Theater 

8:45-10:30am Junior Group One Contemporary Division Competition Studebaker Theater 

10:30am Open Stage Junior Group Two Contemporary (15mins) Studebaker Theater 

10:45-12:30pm Junior Group Two Contemporary Division Competition Studebaker Theater 

12:30-1pm LUNCH Studebaker Theater 

12:40pm Open Stage Senior Classical Group One (20mins) Studebaker Theater 

1-2:30pm Senior Group One Classical Division Competition Studebaker Theater 

2:30pm Open Stage Senior Group Two Classical Division (20mins) Studebaker Theater 

2:50-4:30pm Senior Group Two Classical Division Competition Studebaker Theater 

4:30pm Open Stage Ensemble 
Duet/  Trio  (15mins) 
Ensembles (15mins) 

Studebaker Theater 

5-6:15pm Ensemble  Group Two  Division Competition 
 

Studebaker Theater 

6:15-6:45pm Dinner Studebaker Theater 

7:15-7:45pm Panel Discussion Forum  Studebaker Theater 

7:45-8:30pm AWARDS Studebaker Theater 
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Amy Brandt 
Editor in Chief, Pointe Magazine 

A native of Libertyville, Illinois, Amy has been the editor-in-chief of Pointe since 
2014. She danced professionally with the Milwaukee Ballet and The Suzanne 
Farrell Ballet, among others, performing a large repertoire that included 19th 
century classics and works by George Balanchine, Antony Tudor, Jerome Robbins 
and Alonzo King. Amy also performed in honor of Ms. Farrell at the 2005 Kennedy 
Center Honors. In 2009, she began writing Pointe‘s “Ask Amy” advice column. Amy 
graduated summa cum laude from Marymount Manhattan College with a BA in 
English and World Literatures in 2014, and she has served on the department’s 
advisory board. She is also senior consulting editor for Dance Teacher 
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Olivier Muñoz 
Florida Ballet; Ballet Master 
Olivier Muñoz began his studies at the National Conservatory of Dance of Lyon, 
France, then attended the School of Rosella Hightower in Cannes. A laureate of 
Prix De Lausanne, Muñoz has performed and taught internationally. After 
competing and medaling at Prix De Lausanne, he was offered his first contract 
with the English National Ballet, where he danced all the leading roles of the 
classical repertoire. During his performing career, Muñoz had many opportunities 
to dance as a principal guest artist in ballet companies all over the world. He 
joined the Cleveland San Jose Ballet as a principal dancer in 1986 where he 
remained until he retired from the stage in 2000. Since then, Muñoz has taught 
widely as a principal teacher, guest master teacher, and coach at many schools, 
workshops, and competitions. He is a certified professor of dance from the French 
Ministry of Culture as well as an ABT affiliate teacher certified in all levels of the 
ABT curriculum. He has been a recognized coach for YAGP since 2011, was 

awarded Best YAGP Teacher several times, and has served on the panel of judges for YAGP and other major 
competitions for many years.  After teaching at the Maryland Youth Ballet for four years, Muñoz joined the 
Orlando Ballet School as their principal teacher in 2005 and fulfilled that role for 14 years. In 2018, he returned to 
the Maryland Youth Ballet, this time in the role of Artistic Director. Muñoz joined the Oklahoma City Ballet Yvonne 
Chouteau School in August 2022. 
 

Brandon Ragland 

Dayton Ballet, Artistic Director 

Brandon Ragland received early training in Birmingham, AL, and graduated from 
Butler University with a B.S. in Dance-Arts Administration. After graduation, he 
joined the Alabama Ballet, performing numerous classical and neoclassical 
works by choreographers such as Roger Van Fleteren, George Balanchine, 
Christopher Bruce, and Septime Webre. He joined the Louisville Ballet in 2010, 
where he spent 13 years as a leading artist and performed featured roles in 
classical, neoclassical, and contemporary works by choreographers such as Alun 
Jones, George Balanchine, Adam Hougland, Val Caniparoli, Ma Cong, Lucas 
Jervies, Stanton Welch, Ronald Hynd, and Tim Harbour. 
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Maria Torija​
BalletMet, Academy Director 
MARIA TORIJA, was born in Madrid, Spain. Dr. Torija began her ballet studies with 
Lola de Avila, Luis Fuentes and Carmen Roche. At the age of thirteen, she was 
awarded a Fulbright scholarship to study for three years at the School of American 
Ballet in New York. After a short stint with the Ballet Nacional de España Clásico, she 
began her 20-year career as a dancer with the Deutsche Oper Berlin ballet company, 
currently the Staatsballett Berlin. During her time in Berlin, Maria performed in solo 
and principal roles in numerous classic ballets, including works choreographed by 
George Balanchine, Maurice Bejart, John Neumeier, William Forsythe, John Cranko, 
Jiri Kilian and Kenneth McMillan among others. She holds a Bachelor’s degree in 
Ballet Teaching, and graduated summa cum laude with a Master’s and PhD in 
Performing Arts from the Universidad Rey Juan Carlos, in Madrid. She also has an 
extensive teaching resume. Beginning with the Opera Ballet of Deutsche Oper 
Berlin, she has served as a faculty member at the Palucca Hochschule für Tanz, 

Dresden. Maria has participated in seminars and has been invited to teach classes throughout Europe, Japan and 
Hong Kong and the United States. While on the faculty of the Miami City Ballet and Miami City Ballet School, 
Maria taught dancing as well as classes on the history of ballet and other associated topics. She organized and 
conceived a popular program for the Open Barre at the Miami City Ballet, inviting the public to see a 
demonstration of the progression of professional ballet training.  Maria came to BalletMet as the Academy 
Director, in 2017 from Marin Ballet the same school where Artistic Director Edwaard Liang received his early 
training. 

 
 
 
 
 


	Dayton Ballet, Artistic Director 

